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II.  PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

A. Geographical Setting 

Liberty Island Ecological Reserve is located at the southern end of the Yolo Bypass in the northern Delta 
(Exhibit 2-1). The area lies approximately 12 miles southeast of Dixon and 10 miles north of Rio Vista. 
The 4,308 acre property is entirely within Solano County and is bounded by Liberty Cut, Prospect 
Slough, Little Holland Tract, and Shag Slough; however, approximately 995 acres of conservation bank 
land to the north is within Yolo County and is expected to be transferred to CDFW at some point in the 
future.  

LIER is accessible via county roads that intersect State Route 113 in Solano County. To reach LIER from 
State Route 113, drivers can turn east onto Midway Road, and then travel south on Bulkley Road, east on 
King Road for a short distance, and then south on Liberty Island Road.  

B. Property Boundaries and Easements 

LIER consists primarily of open water, with emergent wetland and upland habitats along the northern 
portion of the property (Exhibit 2-2). Liberty Island was leveed, drained, and used for agricultural 
production until 1997, when levees protecting the Island failed. Liberty Island belongs to a single 
reclamation district, Reclamation District 2093 (RD 2093); however, because there is no longer any 
agricultural activity, the pumps are inoperable, and the levee breach is not slated for repair, the 
reclamation district could be dissolved in the future. CDFW prefers to leave the Island in its current state. 
LIER is subject to a flood easement held by the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB). This 
easement grants the State of California the right to inundate lands in the easement area and precludes 
landowners from building structures or growing vegetation that would substantially obstruct flood flows 
(USFWS 1999).  

C. Land Uses 

The primary land use within LIER is wetland habitat. The northern portion of LIER is primarily emergent 
wetland habitat. There is also some grassland habitat in the northern portion of LIER. The southern 
portion of LIER comprises subtidal and open-water habitats. Remnant historic-era levees are located 
around the perimeter of Liberty Island. Passive restoration has been occurring since the Island flooded in 
1997. 

D. Adjacent Land Uses 

Liberty Island is located in the southern Yolo Bypass, which is a 59,000-acre flood bypass that protects 
Sacramento and other Central Valley communities from flooding. The Yolo Bypass is characterized by a 
low-gradient, wide floodplain confined by federal project levees to the east and west.  

Land uses surrounding Liberty Island include agricultural lands, proposed and constructed restoration 
areas, and waterways. The Northern Liberty Island Fish Conservation Bank, which consists of 
approximately 809 acres (RD 2093 2010) of habitat for native fish, is located immediately to the north. 
The Liberty Island Conservation Bank and Preserve is also immediately north of LIER. This conservation  
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Source: CalWaters 2004; CaSIL 2001 layers; data compiled by AECOM in 2013 
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